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Background 
 
As a result of steady growth of traffic in local neighborhoods, citizens have petitioned the City 
for the installation of traffic calming measures. A traffic management program, when 
implemented strategically, can eliminate or reduce the negative effects of motorized vehicles, 
alter driver behavior and improve conditions for residents and non-motorized vehicles (i.e. 
bicycles, skateboards, pedestrians).  In response to citizen’s requests, the City of Goodyear 
adopted a Neighborhood Traffic Management Program.  The policies and procedures governing 
this program are set forth below. 
 
 
Policy 
 
Consideration to implement a traffic management measure will be based on the following criteria 
and requirements: 
 
♦ The posted speed limit of a street segment being studied is 25 or 30 miles per hour on a street 

classified as a “Local Street” or “Minor Collector.”  Traffic management measures may be 
used only on streets with no more than 2 travel lanes, or where the overall pavement width is 
not greater than 50 feet. 

♦ The average speed of the traffic being studied is greater than the posted speed limit and the 
85th percentile speed is at least 5 MPH greater than posted speed limit. 

♦ Traffic management measures will not be placed on streets with horizontal curves with less 
than a 300-foot centerline radius, or on vertical curves with less than the minimum safe 
stopping distance. 

♦ The traffic management measure will only be considered for use on streets with grades of 8 
percent or less approaching the application. 

♦ The traffic management measure cannot be placed within 50 feet of a fire hydrant. 
♦ All proposed locations are subject to approval of the City Engineer or his/her designee, the 

Fire Department, and Police Department.   
♦ A petition including all affected addresses on the subject street segment must be submitted to 

the City with “yes” checked by a minimum of 65% of the residents on the street segment 
being studied. Residents who do not respond to the petition process will be considered 
opposed to the installation of a traffic management measure.  The petition shall contain 
information on the proposed locations of the traffic management measure and exact 
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addresses of the properties immediately adjacent to the proposed traffic management 
measures. 100% of the residents immediately adjacent to the proposed traffic management 
measure must sign the petition in favor of the measure to be placed at that location. 

♦ Only the signature of the homeowner will be accepted on the petition.  Renters are not 
authorized to sign the petition. 

♦ The petition will be active for six (6) months from the date of issue to the residents and must 
be returned to the City before the six months has lapsed.  If the completed petition is not 
returned to the City within six months from the date they were mailed to the neighborhood 
coordinator, it will expire.  Six months must pass from the deadline when the petition expired 
before the City will restart the petition process. 

♦ If the homeowner that previously signed the petition would like to remove their name from 
the petition, the homeowner has five business days from the date the petition is received by 
the City.  The homeowner must submit a letter to the City stating in writing that they would 
like their name removed from the petition. 

♦ Only original signatures on petition forms prepared by the City will be accepted.  
Photocopies will not be accepted. 

♦ Approved projects will be constructed based on funding availability.   
♦ In the event of multiple approved projects, projects will be prioritized based on the following 

criteria: 
1. Residential streets with highest differential between average speed and posted speed. 
2. Collector streets with highest differential between average speed and posted speed. 

 
 
Approved Traffic Management Device  
 
Speed Cushion 
The speed cushion is currently the only approved traffic management measure in the City of 
Goodyear.  A speed cushion raises the surface of the pavement by 3 inches over a distance of 6 
feet, and transition down 3 inches over 6 feet.  Speed cushions are effective at lowering speeds 
while providing minimal impact to fire trucks because sections are cut out to allow wider 
vehicles to travel through without having to travel over the device.  The City of Goodyear’s 
speed cushion detail is attached and will be used for the design and construction of speed 
cushions installed through this program.   
 
Procedures 
 
Speed Cushion Installation 
The steps and related information for studying and/or installing speed mitigation applications are 
as follows: 
 
♦ When a resident requests speed cushions, City Staff provides information about the program 

and sends a Neighborhood Traffic Management Request Form to the resident within three 
business days. 

♦ Resident completes and returns Neighborhood Traffic Management Request Form with 
signatures representing homeowners from ten households on street where speed cushions are 
requested. 
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♦ A preliminary evaluation of the street is performed by Engineering, Police, and Fire Staff 

within two weeks of submittal of request form to determine if street satisfies criteria for 
neighborhood traffic management measures. 

♦ If the street is eligible for traffic management measures, traffic data is collected on the street, 
and a neighborhood traffic management study is completed within four weeks of the 
preliminary evaluation by City staff.   

♦ The resident will be informed whether the criteria for neighborhood traffic management 
measures are met on the streets studied.   

♦ If the criteria for neighborhood traffic management measures are met, the study area is 
determined by the Engineering Department, the locations of the traffic management measures 
are painted in the street, and a petition is prepared by the City for circulation by the residents 
within four weeks of the completion of the neighborhood traffic management study.  

♦ If the critiera for neighborhood traffic management measures are not met the resident is 
informed within three business days that the criteria are not met and that the process will not 
proceed.  Within 60 days of being informed that the criteria are not met, the resident may 
appeal to City Council to move forward with the petition process for the installation of traffic 
management measures.  

♦ Engineering Department will spot-check for accuracy completed petitions within two weeks 
of their submission by the resident to Engineering.   

♦ Upon confirmation of a successful petition, the resident will be informed within three 
business days that the petition has been approved.  In addition, an update will be provided on 
the status of available funding and the prioritization of the project.  If funding is not available 
for the approved petition, then the approved speed cushions will be placed on a waiting list.  
 

Approved speed cushions will be designed in accordance with City engineering standards and 
installed at City cost subject to available funding within six months of the approval date.    The 
Engineering Department manages construction and maintenance of the devices.   
 
Traffic Management Measure Removal 
 
Once traffic management measures are in place, they must remain in place for a period of one 
year before a petition for removal will be considered.  Removal of existing traffic management 
measures shall be handled through the petition process described above.  Seventy percent of the 
property owners within original study area must vote in favor of removing the traffic 
management measure.  Upon the receipt of a request for the removal of a traffic management 
measure supported by seventy percent of the homeowners within the original study area, the City 
Engineer or his/her designee shall determine whether the traffic management measure should be 
removed.  Once removed, the area will not be considered under this program for traffic 
management measures for a period of three years. 
 
The traffic management policies and procedures will be reviewed annually to determine if any 
adjustments to the policies and procedures are necessary.  The ability for the City to install 
neighborhood traffic management devices will depend on the availability of funding.  Funding is 
allocated each fiscal year, and traffic management measures will be installed as funding is 
available.  When funding is no longer available, City Staff will continue to process requests for 
the next fiscal year.     
 






